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Unit Focus

In this unit, students begin our year long focus on community growth and change. In this theme, Building a Classroom Community, students
will learn how to cooperatively work together and respect each member of our classroom community. Reading instruction will focus on
identifying story elements of fiction texts, determining the authorÂ's purpose for writing and finding the main idea of non-fiction texts. In
writing, students will learn to compose a friendly letter as they develop their ability to write paragraphs including a topic sentence, supporting
detail sentences and a closing sentence. Skill instruction in this theme includes a focus on short vowels, proper use of capitalization and
punctuation and proper sentence construction, including understanding the four types of sentences (declarative, interrogative, exclamatory
and imperative) and identification of subjects and predicates. Primary instructional materials for this unit include: First Day Jitters by Julie
Danneberg, The Best Teacher Ever by Mercer Mayer, Henry and Mudge Take the Big Test by Cynthia Rylant, Poppleton by Cynthia Rylant, Frog
and Toad are Friends by Arnold Lobel and Ruby the Copycat by Peggy Rathmann. Whole class read-alouds include: Henry and Mudge and the
Happy Cat by Cynthia Rylant, The Fire Cat by Esther Averill, and Fairy Houses by Tracy Kane.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 2

Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.2

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic: Students will be able to understand how communities operate, change and grow,
and will discover their roles as contributing members of a community.
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Identify the main topic of a
multiparagraph text as well as the focus
of specific paragraphs within the text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.2
Write informative/explanatory texts in
which they introduce a topic, use facts
and definitions to develop points, and
provide a concluding statement or
section. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2
Know and apply grade-level phonics and
word analysis skills in decoding words.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.3
Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.2.3
Identify the main purpose of a text,
including what the author wants to
answer, explain, or describe. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.2.6

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U200) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U201) Identifying the genre of a text,
and how the purpose, point of view, and
organizational structure helps readers
analyze and comprehend the text.
U3 (U205) Authors and speakers make
deliberate language, narrative, structure, and
style choices to convey their meaning.
U4 (U403) Knowing the structure of the
language helps facilitate meaning.
U5 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U6 (U602) Writers and speakers develop,
express, and clarify their thinking in order to
communicate effectively.
U7 (U900) Rules of grammar and mechanics
are conventions of language that guide
writers and readers through the text.
U8 (U901) Effective writers adhere to
established rules of grammar and mechanics
to ensure clarity based on the context and
mode of communication.
U9

Thematic:  What people choose to do and not
do affects the quality of life in their
community.

Q1 (Q110) What does this text mean to me?
What connections can I make? (K-12)
Q2 (Q205) How can I infer the author`s
purpose and message? (K-12)
Q3 (Q402) What is this text really about
(theme, main idea)? (K-12)
Q4 (Q601) Why am I writing this piece? Who
will read this? (K-1) How do my audience and
purpose influence the way I plan/write? (2-3)
How do my audience and purpose influence
the structure, language, and style of this
piece? (4-12)
Q5 (Q502) How do the rules of language help
me solve unknown words? (K-12)
Q6 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this
particular genre? (2-12)
Q7 (Q900) Why do we have/need rules of
writing? (K-12)
Q8

Thematic: How am I contributing to
my community (classroom)? How do the
actions of others affect me?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Identify main idea and details of
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informational text

S2

Identify story elements (character, setting,
problem, solution)

S3

Identify and defend with evidence the
Authors Purpose for writing a book

S4

Identify the five parts of a friendly letter and
be able to produce a letter including all five
parts

S5

Work appropriately in classroom activities
(e.g., collaboration, follows rules, discussion)

S6

Understand the definition of community and
how it relates to our classroom

S7

Understand each member of a community
plays an important role

S8

Know and apply second grade phonics skills

S9

Write sentences using appropriate
capitalization and punctuation, and identify
subject and predicate

S10

Write a paragraph with a topic sentence,
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supporting details, and closing
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